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doubt, that my silence is due to the inviolable seal of con-
fession, which all Christians must respect. My vow and my
good faith are above suspicion, for I have no interest to
serve in seeking you. I am impelled to speak to you. I have
no doubt it is your guardian angel who uses me to your
salvation. God will not abandon you. Tell me if my words
move you, and if I can safely tell you what is in my heart.'
'Be assured, reverend father, that I have listened to you
with attention and respect. Speak; your words not only
move me, but inspire me with a kind of terror. I promise to
follow your advice if there is nothing in it contrary to
honour and common sense.'
'Good; but you must also promise me that however this
affair turns out, you will not compromise me by any indis-
cretion. You will not speak of me to any one. You will
not say to any one that you know me or that you do not
know me.'
CI swear it to you on my faith as a Christian. But speak,
[ implore you; I am burning with curiosity.'
*You must go alone, to-day, before noon, to such and
such a square, such and such a house, ring at the left-hand
door on the second floor. Tell the person who opens it that
you wish to speak to Madame-------. You will be admitted
without difficulty; I do not even think your name will be
asked; but if it is, give an assumed one. When you see
Madame-------speak to her quietly and gently; try and gain
her confidence. She is poor; give her two or three pieces of
gold; this will win her to you. Then tell her with assurance
that you will not leave the room till she gives you the little
bottle which a servant gave her last night with a letter. Be
firm if she refuses, but do not make any noise. Do not allow
her to leave the room or to call in any one. If needs be,
promise her double the sum the other party is to pay her, if
$he will give you the bottle. The amount will not be serious,
hut anyhow your life is of more value to you than all the
, {old of Peru. I cannot say more, but tell me before I go
hat you will obey me/